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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
AND  INFORMATION  RELATING  TO  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  MARGATE . 


Area  of  Borough. 

1875  Acres  (including  386  Acres  of  Foreshore. 

Geological  Formation-  Subsoil,  Chalk. 


Population. 

Census  of  March,  1901 — 23,118. 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1908 — 28,700. 

Estimated  maximum  population  during  season — 
100,000. 


Rainfall. 

During  1908  21  inches — Number  of  days  on  which 
rain  fell — 155- 

Average  for  last  10  years —  20.2  inches. 

Water  Supply. 

Constant  service  from  the  chalk  from  the  district  of 
Wingham,  14  miles  from  Margate. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

By  water  carriage,  outfall  into  the  deep  sea  two  miles 
east  of  Margate  Jetty. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses.  (1908)5,135. 

Rateable  Value.  £178,815. 

Rates.  Borough  and  District,  5/-.  Poor  Rate,  1/8. 

Birth  Rate.  14.8  per  1000. 

Death  Rate.  (Corrected).  lO*®  per  1000. 

If  death  of  Visitors  are  excluded  the  rate  is  0*3 
per  1000. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  Borough  of  Margate . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Fifth 
Annual  Report.  The  health  of  the  Borough  has  again  been 
exceptionally  good,  the  Death  Rate  has  been  the  lowest  for 
more  than  32  years,  and  the  number  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  being  the  lowest  on  record.  The  most  important 
events  from  a  health  point  of  view  that  have  occurred  during 
the  year  are  the  inauguration  of  a  scheme  for  the  Medical 
Inspection  of  Schools,  and  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act ;  in  each  case  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that 
there  will  be  in  due  course  a  notable  improvement  brought 
about  in  the  health  of  the  rising  generation  at  a  relatively 
small  cost.  The  appointment  of  a  School  Nurse  and  a  Lady 
Health  Visitor  being  by  no  means  the  least  important  feature 
in  the  two  schemes,  and  it  will  be  found  that  their  time  will 
be  fully  occupied.  The  most  pressing  matter  requiring  the 
attention  of  the  Town  Council  is  the  provision  of  an  efficient 
modern  Dust  Destructor,  I  trust  that  the  difficulties  of  providing 
a  site  may  shortly  be  overcome,  and  that  it  may  be  possible  to 
start  building  operations  at  an  early  date. 

Much  of  the  information  recorded  in  my  Annual 
Reports  has  to  be  repeated,  as  it  is  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  the  Kent  County  Council,  and  other  public 
bodies.  I  hope  that  portions  of  the  Report  may  be  useful  and 
interesting  to  the  Burgesses  and  others ;  they  will  at  any  rate 
have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  record  of  some  of  the  work 
done  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  their  Officers  in  their 
endeavour  to  maintain  a  high  reputation  for  Margate  as  an 
important  Health  Resort. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BERTRAM  THORNTON, 

February  27th,  1909.  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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PART  1. 


General  Information  on  the 
Sanitary  Features  of  the  Borough.* 

The  Borough  of  Margate  extends  over  an  area 
Physical  of  1,922  acres,  which  includes  386  acres  of  fore- 
Characteristics.  shore.  The  town  follows  the  coast  line,  which 

faces  the  North  and  North-West.  Situated  at 
the  N.E.  corner  of  Kent,  it  is  exposed  to  sea-breezes  from  all 
quarters  except  the  West.  The  subsoil  is  chalk,  and  the  town  is 
divided  by  a  valley  running  East  and  West.  Owing  to  this  valley 
and  the  general  undulations  of  the  ground  levels,  the  town  is 
exceptionally  favoured  as  regards  surface  drainage  ;  it  is  a  notable 
fact  that  even  after  the  heaviest  rainfall  the  roads  become  dry  in  a 
very  short  period  of  time.  The  amount  of  vegetation  in  the  town 
and  neighbourhood  is  very  limited.  The  streets,  except  in  the 
lower  and  older  part  of  the  town,  are  well  laid  out,  and  there  are 
numerous  large  open  spaces  ;  the  sea  breezes  are  thus  able  to 
circulate  freely  in  all  parts  of  the  town.  To  the  above  factors  may 
be  attributed  the  noted  dryness  of  the  climate  of  Margate.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  the  large  area  of  foreshore  (386  acres),  with  its 
sand  and  seaweed-covered  rocks,  may  also  materially  add  to  the 
salubrity  of  the  air  when  the  wind  sets  in  from  the  sea. 

The  House  Property  in  Margate  is,  on  the  whole, 
House  of  good  construction,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
Property.  houses  in  all  parts  of  the  Borough  being  used  as 
lodging  houses  in  the  summer  months.  Rents  of 
all  classes  of  houses  are  comparatively  high,  and  this  fact,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  rating  which  roughly  amounts  to  one-third  of 
the  rental,  makes  it  difficult  for  the  working  classes  to  secure  small 

*Note  : — Much  of  the  information  contained  in  Part  I  it  is  necessary  to 
repeat  in  each  Annual  Report, 
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cottages  at  a  rent  which  will  enable  them  to  live  without  the 
tendency  to  overcrowd  by  letting  apartments  in  the  summer. 

The  New  Supply  of  Water  from  Wingham,  which 
Water  was  opened  in  August,  1903,  has  proved  to  be  a 

Supply.  great  boon  to  the  district,  and  maintains  its  high 

reputation  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality.  The 
old  supply  from  local  sources  had,  by  over-pumping,  become  so 
impregnated  with  salt  (as  much  as  170  grains  to  the  gallon)  that  it 
was  a  source  of  universal  complaint  from  visitors.  The  new  source 
is  situated  in  the  district  of  Wingham,  14  miles  from  Margate  in  a 
south-westerly  direction.  The  catchment  area  extends  over  about 
15  miles  of  open  agricultural  country,  and  the  water  is  filtered 
through  the  chalk  for  from  80  to  120  feet  till  it  reaches  the  adits. 
This  situation  was  selected  by  the  Engineer,  Mr.  Albert  Latham,  on 
account  of  its  isolated  position  and  consequent  freedom  from  any 
possible  source  of  pollution.  The  site  was  approved  of  by  such 
eminent  authorities  as  Mr.  Charles  Hawksley,  C.E.,  Mr.  Edward 
Eaton,  C.E.,  and  Mr.  William  Whitaker.  The  cost  of  the  under¬ 
taking  was  £120,000  including  the  supply  of  several  villages  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  works. 

The  length  of  the  mains  laid  in  connection  with  this  scheme 
exceeds  51  miles  ;  the  water  is  pumped  direct  into  the  mains. 
A  reservoir  capable  of  holding  1,000,000  gallons  has  been  erected 
at  Flete,  2\  miles  from  Margate,  at  a  height  of  177  feet  above 
ordnance  datum  ;  this  reservoir,  in  addition  to  containing  a  reserve 
supply  in  case  of  a  temporary  breakdown,  also  forms  a  balancing 
head,  and  from  it  we  draw  the  water  when  not  pumping,  the  height 
of  the  reservoir  enabling  the  water  to  flow  by  gravitation  to  the 
highest  points  in  the  town.  The  original  rest  level  of  the  water 
wras  about  34  feet  above  ordnance  datum  before  pumping  operations 
commenced. 

The  total  length  of  the  adit  originally  proposed  and  shown 
on  the  Parliamentary  plan  was)9,3oo  ieet,  of  which  it  has  at  present 
only  been  necessary  to  drive  3,650  feet,  the  supply  obtained  from 
this  length  of  adit  being  found  to  be  more  than  equal  to  any  likely 
demand  in  the  early  future.  The  amount  of  water  pumped  from 
the  adits  when  driving  was  stopped  was  2|  million  gallons  per  diem, 


It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  following  tables,  which  show 
the  amount  of  water  pumped,  and  the  levels  on  certain  days  in  the 
years  1904  to  1908. 


o 

O' 


1/5 

o 

O' 


o 

o 

O' 


January  1st 
April  1st 
July  1st 
October  1st 
^September  3rd 


O 

O' 


January  1st 
April  1st 
July  1st 
October  1st 
*  August  9th 


898,800 
815,400 
1,251,600 
1,053,990 
1 ,455,68( ) 


1,053,840 

1.073,130 

1,083,810 

1,165,010 

1,473,963 


26-  9 
29-  6 
26-  6 
24-05 
22*25 


23-3 

259 

22-0 

19-75 

180 


26- 25 

27- 00 
25-00 
22-25 
21-75 


23-00 

23-25 

21-00 

18*75 

19-00 


30 

o 

o 


January  1st 
April  1st 
.July  1st 
October  1st 
*  August  19th 


889,930 
994,900 
1,297,210 
1 ,207,270 
1,682,570 


27- 00 

28- 00 
24-50 
22-00 
20-25 


23- 00 

24- 00 
20-5Q 
19-25 
17-25 


Date. 

Total 

Consumption 
in  Gallons. 

Level  of  Water  in  Well 
In  Feet. 

Start.  Stop. 

Above  O.D.  Above  O.D. 

Daily  fall 
recovered 
during  night 

In  Feet. 

January  1st 

April  1st 

July  1st 

October  1st 
*September  13th  ... 

688,900 

801,020 

1,044,453 

909,205 

1,387,870 

34-25  32-00 

34-50  33-00 

30-50  28  25 

27-75  26-00 

27  25  23-00 

2-25 

1- 50 

2- 25 

1-75 

4-25 

January  1st 

781,959 

27-50  23-50 

4-0 

April  1st  . . 

932,300 

27-50  23-25 

4  25 

J  uly  1st  . . 

1,050,100 

26-50  22-75 

3-75 

October  1st 

787,000 

24-25  21-50 

2*75 

*  August  14th 

1 ,444,300 

24  0  20-0 

4  0 

3- 6 
39 

4-  0 
4-30 
4-25 


3- 25 
3*75 

4- 00 
3  50 
2  75 


4  00 
4-00 
4-00 

2- 75 

3- 00 


*  Greatest  daily  consumption  for  the  year. 

The  above  figures  suggest  that  the  general  waterline  has  been 
reached  and  has  become  practically  stationary. 

In  addition  to  the  above  described  water  supply  from 
Wingham,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  Corporation  still  retains 
the  Dane  Waterworks  as  a  reserve  in  case  of  any  serious  break¬ 
down,  it  is  capable  of  yielding  at  least  500,000  gallons  a  day  for  a 
considerable  time  without  becoming  unduly  charged  with  salt. 
Every  week  the  engines  pump  the  water  into  the  drains  for  five 
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hours,  thus  serving  the  double  function  of  preventing  the  water 
becoming  stagnant,  and  flushing  out  the  drains.  This  reserve 
supply  would  be  available  at  the  shortest  notice,  and  it  is  a  fortunate 
thing  that  the  Town  maintains  this  water  station,  in  view  of  a 
possible  though  unlikely  accident  to  the  14  miles  of  main  which 
brings  our  water  from  Wingham. 

A  Bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  taken  from  a  tap 
in  the  Borough  is  made  every  fortnight  in  the  summer,  and  bi¬ 
monthly  in  the  winter.  The  Wingham  supply  has  now  been  in  use 
for  five  years  and  five  months,  and  these  examinations  have 
invariably  shown  that  the  water  is  from  a  bacteriological  point  of 
view  remarkably  pure.  The  following  table  by  Mace  I  again  quote 
as  it  will  be  seen  that  the  following  Analysis  compares  very  favour¬ 
ably  with  it. 


BACTERIA 

PER  C.C. 

Very  pure  water 

0 

to 

50 

Good  water  ... 

50 

7 7 

500 

Passable  (mediocre)  water 

500 

7 7 

3,000 

Bad  Water 

3,000 

7  7 

10,000 

Very  bad  water 

10,000 

7  7 

100,000  and  over 

The  Character  of  the  micro-organisms  present  in  the  samples 
taken  was  reported  to  be  satisfactory  as  regards  the  absence  of 
rapidly  liquefying  organisms,  and  on  no  occasion  were  there  present 
any  bacteria  resembling  B.  Coli.  or  other  sewage  organisms. 
There  is  no  tendency  for  the  water  to  have  any  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

On  July  8th  I  personally  inspected  the  Waterworks  at 
Wingham,  the  land  adjacent  to  the  adits  and  the  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  various  buildings,  and  I  found  everything  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition. 

The  two  following  Analyses  of  the  water  taken  during 
September,  1908,  show  that  it  maintains  its  high  standard  of  purity  ; 
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Bacteriological  Analysis  of  Water  taken  on  September  1st, 
1908,  from  the  Wingham  Pumping  Station. 


Physical 


Appearance  in  two-foot  tube  — 


Colour 

Suspended  matter 
Deposit 
Re-action 
Temperature 

Bacteriological  : — 


No  appreciable  colour 
No  obvious  suspended  matter. 

No  sediment  on  standing  for  24  hours. 
Neutral. 

16°Centigrade. 


Quantitative  Exam,  of  Micro-Organisms. 

One  cubic  centimetre  of  the  water  contained  on  an  average 
2  Bacteria  which  were  capable  of  growth  on  gelatin  within  72 
hours  incubation  at  a  temperature  of  22°C.  A  similar  quantity  of 
the  water  added  to  Agar  plates  and  incubated  for  24  hours  at  blood 
heat  yielded  the  growth  of  only  a  single  organism. 

Qualitative  Exams,  of  Micro-Organisms. 

Various  measured  quantities  of  the  water  amounting  in  all  to  10 
cubic  centimetres  were  added  to  special  media  and  incubated  at 
blood  heat  :  the  result  of  the  examination  showed  the  absolute 
absence  of  any  Bacteria  which  would  indicate  organic  con¬ 
tamination. 


Remarks  : — 


The  results  of  the  Examination  are  most  satisfactory.  A  sample 
which  yields  the  growth  of  only  2  Bacteria  from  a  cubic  centi¬ 
metre  represents  the  highest  degree  of  purity  which  can  possibly 
be  found  in  a  natural  water  supply. 

(Signed),  ALEX.  Gr.  R.  FOULERTON, 

Bacteriological  Department,  F.R.C.S.  Eng.,  D.P.H.  Cambridge. 

Middlesex  Hospital, 

London. 

September  8th ,  1 90S. 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Water  taken  on  September  16th,  1908, 
from  the  Main  at  Shottendane,  Margate. 


X.B. — All  numerical  results  expressed  in  grains  per  gallon. 


Appearance 

Colour 

Smell 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Phosphoric  Acid  in  Phosphates 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 
,,  „  4  hours 

Hardness  before  boiling  (Total) 

„  after  „  (Permanent) 
Total  solid  matter 

Microscopical  examination  of  Deposit 


Very  clear. 

Blue  green. 

None. 

1  61. 

None. 

038. 

None. 

00008. 

Trace  only. 

0008. 

191. 

28. 

24-15. 

Very  slight  and  unimportant. 


Remarks  : — 

The  above  results  are  very  satisfactory  throughout  and  indicate 
organically  pure  water  free  from  sewage  percolation.  The  microscopical 
examination  is  also  satisfactory. 


(Signed),  SIDNEY  HARVEY, 

Public  Analyst  to  the  Borough  of  Margate, 


September  17  th ,  190S. 
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The  present  drainage  system  was  designed  by 
Drainage.  Mr-  Baldwin  Latham,  and  carried  out  in  1889 
at  a  cost  of  .£80,000.  The  bulk  of  the  sewage 
flows  by  gravitation,  but  a  small  proportion  from  the  low-lying 
districts  is  lifted  by  hydraulic  pumps,  and  the  whole  of  it  is 
conveyed  to  a  Penstock  chamber  at  the  edge  of  the  cliff  j  from 
this  it  is  carried  in  an  outfall  pipe  600  yards  across  the  foreshore, 
and  discharges  into  deep  water  at  a  point  more  than  two  miles  to 
the  east  of  the  Jetty.  The  sea  currents  at  this  point  have  such  a 
direction,  that  whether  the  tide  is  ebbing  or  flowing,  the  sewage  is 
carried  away  from  the  shore  and  disappears  in  the  open  sea.  The 
dead  end  of  the  sewers  are  supplied  with  automatic  flushing  tanks. 
A  laige  number  of  vent  shafts  have  been  erected,  and  every  house 
is  provided  with  an  interceptor  to  cut  it  off  from  the  main  sewer. 
Twice  a  yeai  the  whole  of  the  main  sewer  from  the  High  Street  to 
the  outfall  is  examined  and  swept  out  by  the  Borough  workmen. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Margate  Sewerage  System  has  recently 
been  extended  to  Westgate-on-Sea  and  Garlinge,  and  the  steady 
increase  in  the  growth  of  the  Town,  it  has  become  necessary  to 
contemplate  the  early  enlargement  of  some  of  the  main  sewers. 
Some  of  this  work  has  already  been  carried  out,  but  more  remains 
to  be  done,  and  this  matter  is  receiving  the  serious  attention  of  the 
Sanitary  and  Sewerage  Committee. 

House  Refuse  is  collected  daily  over  a  large  part 
Refuse  of  the  Town  in  the  early  morning,  in  the  remaining 

Disposal.  parts  on  alternate  days.  It  is  always  a  difficult 

matter  for  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  deal  with 
lefuse  so  as  to  get  it  aw'ay  from  the  houses  in  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning,  but  on  the  whole  Margate  compares  favourably  with 
other  towns  in  this  respect,  considering  the  distribution  of  the 
houses,  and  the  distance  from  the  Dust  Depot.  I  am  informed 
that  as  much  as  51  tons  have  been  collected  and  removed  in  one 
day  during  the  month  of  August. 

The  Town  Refuse  is  conveyed  in  covered  carts  to  the  Refuse 
Depot  about  a  mile  from  the  Town,  where  it  is  burnt.  As  I  have 
stated  in  previous  reports  the  smoke  from  this  Refuse  Depot  is  a 
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real  nuisance,  and  the  rats  that  breed  in  the  rubbish  in  large 
numbers  might  also  possibly  prove  a  source  of  danger  to  the  public 

health. 

It  has,  unfortunately,  not  been  found  possible  to  start 
building  operations  on  a  modern  Refuse  Destructor  during  the 
year.  A  Sub-Committee  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  has  visited 
various  towns  where  these  Destructors  are  in  use,  and  various 
plans  have  been  drawn  up  and  have  been  considered  ;  I  would 
again  express  the  hope  that  during  the  year  i9°9  a  m°dern 
Destructor  may  be  in  course  of  erection,  and  the  chief  blot  on  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  Town  be  permanently  removed. 

The  greater  proportion  of  patients  suffering  from 
Infectious  Infectious  Diseases  are  sent  to  the  Isle  of  Thanet 
Diseases.  joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Haine,  two  miles  fiom 
Margate.  This  Hospital  wras  opened  in  1902,  and 
is  designed  on  the  most  modern  principles.  It  is  capable  of  taking 
1 16  patients,  and  is  provided  with  single-bedded  wards  for  private 
patients.  I  would  again  urge  that  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
more  satisfactory  isolation  of  doubtful  cases,  and  patients  suffering 
from  mixed  infections.  At  present  there  is  proper  accommodation 
for  only  two  such  patients.  I  am  glad  to  say  this  matter  is 
now  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Hospital  Authorities,  and  trust 
that  they  may  be  able  to  arrange  the  necessary  accommodation  at 
an  early  date.  I  feel  confident  that  theie  is  no  need  for  a  large 
expenditure  of  money  to  bring  about  the  desned  alteiations. 
There  is  a  special  Hospital  available  for  small-pox  on  a  separate 
site.  Most  of  the  important  schools  and  institutions  have  provided 
their  own  samtoria.  1  he  disinfecting  of  infected  houses,  bedding, 
etc.,  of  ratepayers  is  carried  out  at  the  public  expense.  A 
Washington  Lyon’s  Steam  Disinfecting  Apparatus  has  been  erected 
in  the  Town  Yard. 
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PART  II. 

Vital  Statistics,  Sanitary  Work, 

etc.,  in  1908. 

The  population  of  Margate  at  the  last  census  in 
Population.  x901  was  23,n8,  the  estimated  population  to  the 
middle  of  1908  was  28,700.  The  census  is  taken 
in  Maich,  and  it  is  on  that  basis  of  the  number  of  persons  in  the 
town  at  that  period  of  the  census  year  that  it  is  necessary  for  the 
vitality  statistics  to  be  calculated.  For  a  large  proportion  of  the 
3 ear,  owing  to  the  influx  of  invalids  and  visitors,  the  population  is 
manifestly  fiom  10  to  20  per  cent,  higher  than  is  officially  estimated, 
and  for  a  few  weeks  during  the  season  it  is  probable  that  the 
population  would  even  exceed  100,000.  Owing  to  the  above 
considei  ations,  and  to  the  fact  that  another  feature  of  our  population 
is  the  exceptional  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and 
15  in  the  various  schools  (estimated  as  at  least  2,500)  and  convales¬ 
cent  homes,  and  also  the  large  proportion  of  unmarried  women 
who  are  lodging-house  keepers,  or  act  as  domestic  servants  and  shop 
assistants,  it  is  clear  that  our  mortality  statistics  and  birth-rate 
cannot  be  fairly  compared  with  statistics  of  towns  of  a  more  evenly 
balanced  population,  and  it  speaks  well  for  the  health  of  the  town 
that  the  figures  come  out  so  favourably. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the 
Birth  Rate.  Borough  in  1908  is  as  follows  : — Boys  220  ;  Girls 

205  ;  Total  425,  of  these  22  were  illegitimate  ;  the 
birth  rate  for  the  year  being  per  1,000.  This  is  again  a 

very  low  birth  rate,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  our  population 
differs  materially  in  character  from  that  of  other  towns,  in  view  of  the 
large  number  of  children  sent  here  for  education,  the  large  number  of 
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invalids  in  public  institutions,  and  the  disproportionate  number  of 
unmarried  women  who  let  lodgings  and  are  employed  in  domestic 
service. 


Years. 

Number 
of  Births. 

Margate 

Birth-rate  per  1000 
living. 

England  &  Wales 
Birth-rate  per  1000 
living. 

189S 

517 

28-7 

29-3 

]  899 

484 

21*7 

291 

1900 

488 

21  3 

28-7 

1901 

440 

19  0 

28-5 

1 902 

540 

229 

28-5 

1908 

487 

202 

28-4 

1904 

468 

19  0 

279 

1905 

401 

16  0 

27-2 

1 906 

420 

16  0 

27-0 

1907 

421 

15-5 

263 

Average  for 
10  years 

465 

19-5 

28*0 

1908 

425 

14-8 

The  total  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  from 
Death  Rate,  all  causes  in  1908  was  which  on  the  esti¬ 

mated  population  of  28,700,  gives  an  uncorrected 


death  rate  of  per  1,000. 

These  deaths  are  made  up  as  follows  :  — 

Residents  ...  •••  21 5 

Residents  in  Public  Institutions...  n 

Visitors  ...  •••  45 

Non-residents  in  Public  Institutions  57 

328 


The  gross  total  as  above  corrected  is  as  follows  : — 

(1)  By  the  substraction  of  57  non-residents  brought  into  the 
district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  who  died  in 
Public  Institutions  in  Margate. 

(2)  By  the  addition  ot  41  deaths  of  Margate  persons  who 
died  outside  the  district,  viz.,  3  at  the  Haine  Isolation 
Hospital,  8  in  Chartham  Ayslum  and  30  in  Minster 
\Vorkhouse. 
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This  gives  a  corrected  total  of  312  or  a  corrected  Death  = 
Rate  of  — the  lowest  Death  =  rate  in  Margate  for 

3^.  years. 

By  excluding  the  visitors  who  die  in  the  district  (not  in 
public  institutions)  the  number  of  deaths  is  again  reduced  to 
or  a  further  corrected  Death-rate  of  0.3.  Although  the 
majority  of  visitors  who  die  in  Margate  are  brought  here  as  invalids, 
as  their  deaths  do  not  occur  in  public  institutions,  the  Local 
Government  Board  requires  them  to  be  ranked  as  residents  for 
statistical  purposes. 

The  extraordinary  reputation  Margate  possesses  as  a  Health 
Resort  induces  many  invalids  to  come  to  the  town,  the  vast 
majority  return  home  cured  or  much  improved  in  health,  but  a 
certain  proportion  are  unwisely  sent  here  too  late  to  receive  any 
benefit,  and  these  unfortunately  help  to  swell  our  Death-rate  ;  if 
bona-fide  inhabitants  were  alone  reckoned,  our  Death-rate  would  be 
much  lower  than  even  its  present  low  figure.  This  will  be  seen 
when  it  is  realized  that  out  of  328  persons  dying  in  the  district,  no 
less  than  102  were  strangers  to  the  town. 

The  following  Table  shows  that  Margate  compares  favourably 
with  other  localities  as  regards  its  Death-rate  : — 


England  and  Wales,  1908. 

Annual  Birth-rates  and  Death-rates  from  the  Seven  CldeJ  Epidemic 

Diseases. 


Annual  Rates  per  1,000  Living. 

Infant  Mor- 

tality — Annual 
Death-rate  of 
Infants  under 

1  Year  per  1,000 
Births. 

Births. 

Deaths 
from  all 
Causes. 

Deaths  from 
Seven  Chief 
Epidemic 
Diseases. 

England  and  Wales 

26'5 

14  7 

1  29 

121 

76  great  towns 

27-0 

15  8 

1-59 

128 

142  smaller  towns  . . 
England  and  Wales  less  the 

26-0 

14-7 

D26 

124 

218  towns  . . 

26  2 

13  8 

0'99 

110 

Margate 

14  8 

10'8 

0-60 

124 

15 


The  infant  mortality  is  still  far  higher  than  it  should 
Infant  be  in  such  a  healthy  town  as  Margate,  especially 
Mortality,  as  during  the  year  1908  the  climatic  influences  were 
not  unfavourable,  and  there  was  no  infantile 
Epidemic.  The  total  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year 
was  53.  As  there  were  425  births  registered  during  the  year,  the 
infantile  mortality  is  equivalent  to  per  1  ^ O O O  births. 

The  following  Table  will  show  the  causes  of  death  in  infants  for 
1908  and  the  four  preceding  years  : — 


Measles 

19U4. 

5 

iyu5. 

0 

19U6. 

0 

19U7. 

2 

tc 
0  C 

oc 

Whooping-  Cough 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Diarihoea 

20 

8 

18 

10 

Enteritis 

1 

9 

2 

5 

8 

Other  Septic  Disease 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  . . 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

1 

6^ 

6 

Pneumonia 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Other  disease  of  Respiratory  Organs 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Venereal  Disease 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth 

14 

13 

9 

12 

8 

Heart  Disease 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Accidents 

3 

1 

0 

2 

2 

All  other  causes 

22 

17 

11 

10 

17 

73 

55 

47 

48 

53 

It  will  again  be  seen  that  a  large  number  of  these  infants 
died  from  preventive  causes.  Most  of  those  scheduled  under  the 
term  “All  other  causes ”  were  deaths  due  to  wasting  diseases 
and  other  conditions  caused  by  the  ignorance  or  carelessness 
of  the  parents.  Many  of  the  children  dying  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  might  have  been  spared  if  the  parents  had  protected 
the  infants’  food  from  contamination  by  dirt,  dust  and  flies.  The 
complicated  circumstances  of  life  in  the  modern  civilisation  of  even 
moderate  sized  towns  demand  unremitting  care  and  attention,  both  by 
the  governing  authorities  and  by  the  individual  parents  if  a  healthy 
race  of  children  is  to  be  reared  for  the  State.  It  seems  almost 
impossible  to  devise  a  scheme  by  which  a  knowledge  of  the  feeding 
and  management  of  children  can  be  conveyed  to  young  mothers  at 
the  time  when  they  most  require  it.  It  is  idle  to  expect  young  women 
to  retain  much  useful  information  of  the  hygiene  they  may  have  been 


taught  while  they  were  school  girls.  It  is  against  human  nature  to 
expect  that  women  will  admit  that  their  “maternal  instinct”  is  not 
equal  to  guide  them  in  the  bringing  up  of  their  own  children.  For 
this  reason  they  are  not  anxious  to  receive  advice  till  they  get  into 
serious  difficulties,  and  then  they  usually  apply  to  equally  incompe¬ 
tent  old  nurses  and  female  relatives — as  a  last  resource  they  call  in 
a  Doctor.  It  cannot  be  too  generally  known  that  it  requires 
trouble,  experience  and  thought,  before  a  woman,  under  the 
present  methods  of  life  in  crowded  communities,  is  competent  to 
feed  and  manage  such  a  delicate  and  complicated  organism  as  a  baby. 
The  more  that  untrained  maternal  instinct  is  relied  upon,  the  greater 
the  suffering  will  be  and  the  death  rate  among  young  infants.  I 
make  no  excuse  for  dwelling  each  year  so  insistently  on  this  topic. 
We  are  so  accustomed  to  infants  dying  from  simple  preventible 
causes,  that  we  have  apparently  lost  the  power  of  being  scandalised 
at  it,  and  very  few  people  grasp  the  full  meaning  of  an  infant 
mortality  rate,  merely  regarding  as  an  uninteresting  statistic  the  fact 
that  in  a  small  healthy  town  like  Margate  infants  under  one  year 
should  die  at  the  rate  of  124  for  every  1,000  births,  and  that  in  one 
exceptional  month  in  1908,  out  of  23  deaths  in  the  district,  no  less 
than  11  were  infantile  deaths,  chiefly  from  preventible  causes.  I 
venture  to  hope  that  the  information  conveyed  in  this  paragraph 
may  filter  through  to  the  public  ear,  and  that  in  some  instances  at  any 
rate  it  may  induce  the  young  mothers  in  Margate  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  the  practical  advice  and  assisstance  of  Miss  May,  the  Lady 
Health  Visitor,  whose  services  are  freely  at  the  disposal  of  all  classes, 
thanks  to  the  foresight  and  enterprise  of  the  Town  Council,  who  have 
recently  adopted  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  in  this  Borough.  The 
time  when  the  help  and  guidance  of  a  trained  and  sympathetic 
Health  Visitor  is  most  required  is  after  the  Doctor  has  relinquished  his 
attendance  and  the  young  mother  is  left  without  anyone  to  give  her 
skilled  advice  on  the  many  little  details  that  are  necessary  if  the 
infant  is  to  be  healthily  reared. 

Mr.  Jenner,  the  Vaccination  Officer,  has  again 
Vaccination,  been  kind  enough  to  provide  me  with  the  latest 

available  statistics  on  primary  Vaccination.  These 
figures  do  not  call  for  any  special  comment,  they  speak  for 
themselves.  Fortunately  Small  Pox  is  still  quiescent  in  England, 
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4 
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1 
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106 

1902  . . 
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5 

ss 

1908  .. 

566 

360 

2 

1 1 1 

1904  .. 

544 

373 

1 

84 

190")  .. 

483 

314 

1 

1  87 

1906  .. 

509 

334 

103 

1907  .. 

495 

306 

1 

128 

Died  Unvaccinated. 

Postponed  by  Medical 

Certificate. 

Removed  to  other  Districts 

the  Vaccination  Officer  of 

which  has  been  apprised. 

Removed- 

Address  Unknown. 

Percentage  Successfully 

Vaccinated. 

Excluding  those  who  died 

Unvaccinated.  Percentage. 

43 

3 

7 

21 

% 

57 

% 

66 

85 

7 

5 

21 

59 

67 

68 

3 

3 

10 

66 

76 

68 

1 

9 

5 

68 

75 

51 

18 

8 

8 

69 

78 

76 

5 

6 

35 

63 

69 

46 

6 

4 

22 

68 

77 

59 

10 

3 

21 

65 

72 

48 

6 

3 

18 

65 

72 

37 

1 

2 

24 

61 

66 

The  number  of  cases  notified  under  the  Notification 
Zymotic  Act  in  1908  was  85,  this  number  is  very  much 
Diseases.  below  the  average  of  previous  years  ;  in  1907  there 
were  155  cases  notified.  Even  the  larger  number 
is  not  excessive  considering  the  large  number  of  children  in  the 
town,  and  the  enormous  number  of  children  who  visit  the  town  for 
purposes  of  health,  pleasure,  or  education,  the  cases  are  divided 
as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  14  Scarlatina  ...  60 

Erysipelas  ...  7  Enteric  Fever  ...  3 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  1 

It  is  difficult  to  give  a  reason  why  Zymotic  diseases  should  be 
more  prevalent  in  some  years  than  in  others,  but  the  fact  is  well 
known.  The  number  of  cases  very  much  depends  on  whether  it  is 
possible  to  stamp  out  promptly  an  Epidemic  by  immediately 
detecting  and  isolating  the  first  cases  that  occur.  From  a  public 
health  point  of  view  the  milder  varieties  of  such  diseases  as 
Scarlatina  and  Diphtheria  are  often  the  most  dangerous,  as  patients 
are  capable  of  spreading  the  disease  when  they  are  perhaps  not 
suffering  from  anything  more  serious  than  a  slight  sore  throat.  It 
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is  in  such  cases  that  observation  wards  at  an  Isolation  Hospital  are 
of  such  importance,  for  patients  can  be  sent  to  them  and  detained 
till  the  question  is  definitely  decided  one  way  or  the  other.  It 
must  be  obvious  that  it  is  impossible  to  effectually  isolate  doubtful 
cases  in  the  crowded  dwellings  of  the  poorer  classes  for  a  week  or 
a  fortnight  till  the  nature  of  some  faint  rash  or  sore  throat  has  been 
definitely  ascertained.  Such  cases  must  frequently  occur,  and  it  is 
false  economy  not  to  provide  for  them  adequately  at  an  Isolation 
Hospital.  It  will  have  been  observed  in  the  local  press  during  the 
year  that  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  Medical  Profession 
in  the  Isle  of  Thanet  have  been  urging  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  to 
provide  more  adequate  isolation  accommodation  at  Haine  Hospital 
for  doubtful  cases,  and  cases  of  mixed  infection. 

In  the  month  of  October  a  London  visitor  was  brought 
befoie  the  Borough  Magistrates  for  wilfully  exposing  her  son  on 
the  Marine  Terrace  while  suffering  from  scarlet  fever.  The  offence 
was  deliberately  committed  in  spite  of  the  warning  of  the  medical 
man  called  in  to  see  the  patient.  The  child  was  taken  to  London, 
and  much  trouble  was  caused  in  the  necessary  disinfection  of  the 
whole  train  by  the  health  authorities  in  London.  The  prosecution 
was  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  the  Railway 
Company.  The  Magistrates  took  a  grave  view  of  the  offence  and 
the  defendant  was  fined  the  maximum  penalty  and  costs  in  both 
cases.  The  prominence  given  to  this  prosecution  in  the  daily  Press 
will  doubtless  be  useful  in  preventing  other  parents  from  commit¬ 
ting  an  offence  that  showed,  as  the  Mayor  (Alderman  Evans)  said, 
such  a  callous  and  brutal  disregard  of  danger  to  others. 

It  will  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that  there  were  only  three 
cases  of  Enteric  Fever  notified  during  the  year,  one  of  these  was  a 
visitor  who  contracted  the  illness  before  she  arrived  in  Margate, 
one  resident  was  taken  ill  after  partaking  of  raw  mussels,  and  in 
the  other  case  it  was  not  possible  to  assign  any  source  of  infection. 
The  shell  fish  trade  is  kept  under  careful  observation,  and  as  far  as 
possible  the  source  of  supply  of  shell  fish  to  the  various  retailers  is  noted 
by  the  Sanitary  Department,  in  order  that  the  fish  salesman  can  be 
warned  if  their  supplies  should  be  obtained  from  a  doubtful  source. 
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I  have  to  thank  the  Secretary  of  the  Fishmongers’  Company  and 
the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  various  districts  from  which 
our  shell  fish  are  supplied,  for  much  useful  information  on  this 
important  subject. 

The  following  20  deaths  occurred  from  the  seven 
Zymotic  chief  Zymotic  diseases,  the  Zymotic  Death-rate 
Death=Rate.  being  0.6  per  1,000. 

Small  Pox  ...  o  Whooping  Cough  ...  3 

Measles  ...  o  Diphtheria  ...  3 

Scarlet  Fe\er  ...  o  Enteric  Fever  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  ...  13 

The  following  table  shows  the  Zymotic  Death-rate  for  the  last  10 


years : — 


Year. 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

Average 

of 

10  Years. 

1908 

Zymotic 

Rate 

1-1 

1-4 

1*5 

07 

1*8 

0-5 

17 

0-6 

1-6 

0-8 

1*1 

0-6 

This  Zymotic  Death-rate  in  a  town  containing  such  a  large 
proportion  of  children  would  be  a  remarkable  one  if  it  were 
possible  to  exclude  the  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  and  Margate  is  to  be 
congratulated  that  last  year  there  were  no  deaths  from  either 
Scarlet  Fever  or  Measles,  and  that  out  of  three  cases  of  Enteric 
Fever  only  one  person  died,  and  in  that  instance  the  disease  was  not 
contracted  in  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  is  larger  than  it  should 
be,  last  year  there  were  only  four  cases.  In  past  years  I  have 
pointed  out  that  these  deaths  are  nearly  always  due  to  carelessness 
in  keeping  children’s  food  from  contamination  by  dust  and  flies,  or 
else  from  the  ignorance  of  parents  in  feeding  their  children  on  food 
that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  digest.  A  leaflet  on  the  “  Feeding 
and  Management  of  Children  ”  has  been  issued  by  the  kindness  of 
the  Registrar  to  parents  registering  the  births  of  their  children,  and 
it  has  been  found  useful  by  many  who  are  anxious  to  learn  how  to 
feed  and  manage  their  children  in  the  proper  way.  This  leaflet 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Registrar  of  Births,  19  Grosvenor  Place, 
from  the  Health  Visitor,  Miss  May,  1  Belvedere  Place,  Broadstairs, 
or  from  myself. 
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During  the  year  1908  there  were  36  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis.  Phthisis  and  35  from  other  forms  of  tuberculous 

disease.  Out  of  this  number  19  persons  dying  from 
Phthisis,  and  23  of  other  tuberculous  disease  were  visitors  or  non¬ 
residents  in  public  institutions.  Many  of  the  latter  would  probably 
not  have  died  if  they  had  been  sent  to  Margate  in  the  earliest 
stage  of  the  disease  when  it  was  still  possible  to  receive  benefit  from 
the  bracing  sea  air  and  other  treatment.  It  is,  unfortunately,  impossible 
to  form  any  estimate  of  the  large  numbers  of  patients  suffering  from 
tuberculous  disease  other  than  Phthisis  who  are  cured  or  receive 
material  benefit  from  the  local  climatic  advantages.  The  excessive 
amount  of  wind  in  Margate  is  undoubtedly  prejudicial  to  Phthisis 
cases,  although  it  appears  to  be  so  beneficial  to  cases  of  tuberculous 
disease  of  the  Glands,  Joints  and  Bones.  There  is  no  system  of 
notification  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ;  there  are  no  institutions 
taking  in  local  cases,  though  there  are  convalescent  homes  taking 
cases  from  other  districts.  There  is  accommodation  for  local  Phthisis 
at  the  Infirmary  cases  at  Minster.  On  receiving  a  request  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  instructed  to  disinfect  any  premises  or  lodgings  occupied 
by  a  tuberculous  patient.  The  new  “  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations  Act,  1908,”  although  it  only  deals  with  Poor  Law 
cases,  will  be  of  material  assistance  in  keeping  Sanitary  Authorities 
in  touch  with  one  class  of  tuberculous  patients  who  may  be  a  source 
of  danger  to  their  friends  and  neighbours,  and  it  may  pave  the  way 
to  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  Voluntary  Notification  of  Phthisis, 
which  has  been  found  valuable  in  other  localities  in  enabling  steps 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  disease. 

In  each  of  my  recent  Annual  Reports  I  have  called 

The  Health  attention  to  tlle  desirability  of  the  Local  Authority 
of  Infants  using  every  legitimate  effort  to  encourage  parents 
and  young  to  pay  special  attention  to  the  health  of  their 
Children.  children.  The  Death-rate  of  children  and  the 
general  health  of  children  in  Margate  may  not  be 
worse  than  it  is  in  other  towns,  but  it  ought  to  be  our  aim  to  make 
it  a  good  deal  better.  We  have  world  renowned  climatic 
advantages,  excellent  sanitation,  and,  on  the  whole  a  fairly  good 
type  of  house  property.  Our  reputation  as  a  health  resort  for 
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children  would  be  enhanced  if  we  could  point  to  our  Margate 
children  as  a  specially  sturdy  type,  and  it  is  well  worth  the 
expenditure  of  time  and  money  to  bring  about  this  desirable  result, 
not  only  for  our  own  sakes  but  for  the  sake  of  advertisement.  1  he 
Corporation  have  recognised  the  importance  of  this  contention  by 
adopting  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  by  appointing  during 
the  year  a  Lady  Health  Visitor  and  a  School  Nurse.  Although 
these  appointments  have  been  met  in  some  quarters  with  criticism 
on  the  score  of  economy,  I  am  hopeful  that  the  results  of  this  policy 
will  have  a  profound  effect  on  the  health  of  the  rising  generation, 
and  that  the  relatively  small  expenditure  on  the  salaries  of  these 
two  lady  officials  will  prove  to  be  one  of  the  best  investments  of 
public  money  that  has  occurred  for  many  years  past. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Miss  May’s  report  on  this  Act, 
that  there  has  been  steady  improvement  in  the 
way  Midwives  have  been  carrying  out  their  work, 
and  that  they  have  attended  145  cases  as  against 
122  last  year.  One  fully  trained  and  certificated 
Midwife  has  started  work  in  the  Borough,  and  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  her  services  are  appreciated. 


The 

Midwives’ 
Act,  1902. 


“The  Margate  Lying-in  Charity”  provides  useful  necessaries 
for  deserving  cases,  but  this  charity  and  similar  organisations  have 
great  opportunities  of  doing  valuable  work  in  assisting  poor  women 
in  their  homes  after  their  confinements.  This  is  essentially  women’s 
work,  and  much  more  could .  be  done  in  Margate  if  the  Ladies  of 
the  Town  would  take  as  much  interest  in  the  practical  charity  of 
looking  after  poor  women  during  childbirth  as  is  shown  in  attending 
Ambulance  Lectures.  It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  have  to  note 
the  decision  of  the  Kent  County  Council  to  take  over  the  work  of 
administering  this  Act  in  the  Borough,  as  it  involves  the  loss  of 
Miss  May,  who  as  Inspector  of  Midwives,  has  done  such 
unostentatious  but  valuable  work  in  the  Town  for  the  last  few  years, 
there  will  be  many  mothers  who  will  miss  her  sympathetic  help- 


Although  from  a  County  administrative  point  of  view  it  is  doubtless 
more  convenient  for  this  work  to  be  controlled  from  one  centre  in 
the  County,  I  regret  that  we  are  compelled  to  relinquish  the 


22 


management  of  such  an  important  branch  of  health  administration, 
and  that  the  Midwives  will  be  under  the  control  of  Inspectors  not 
resident  in  the  district,  who  will  not  have  the  advantage  of  local 
knowledge. 

Inspector  of  Midwives’  Report. 

Of  seven  Registered  Midwives  on  the  list  for  Margate,  five 
have  taken  cases  in  the  Borough,  and  these  live  have  attended  145 
cases  between  them  during  the  past  year.  Eight  times  a  Doctor 
has  been  summoned,  four  times  for  the  mothers  and  four  times  for 
the  babies,  thiee  of  the  latter  being  stillborn  and  one  deformed, 
and  the  mothers’  ailments  were  comparatively  trifling,  all  making 
good  recoveries.  One  new  Midwife  has  come  straight  from  the 
Hospital  after  getting  her  Midwifery  Certificate  and  settled  in  the 
town,  where,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  she  will  find  plenty  of  work. 

The  record  for  1908  is,  I  think,  distinctly  good,  there  is  an 
increase  of  23  cases  over  1907,  and  each  year  during  the  four  years 
the  Midwives’  Act  has  been  in  force,  the  work  done  by  the  Mid¬ 
wives  of  Margate  has  been  done  better,  though  it  has  been  chiefly 
undertaken  by  untrained  women,  put  on  the  Roll  by  virtue  of  their 
having  been  in  practise  a  certain  time.  There  have  been  no  deaths 
among  the  mothers,  and  only  a  few  among  very  delicate  or  premature 
infants  ;  no  serious  illness,  and  no  cases  of  negligence  have  been 
reported  during  the  four  years.  The  only  instance  of  failure  to 
comply  with  the  rules  of  the  Act  has  been  in  1908,  on  the  part  of 
one  Midwife  who  did  not  keep  proper  notes  of  her  cases  or  carry 
the  necessary  appliances.  This  midwife  has  now  resigned. 

As  the  Kent  County  Council  are  about  to  take  into  their  own 
hands  the  authority  of  administering  the  Act,  from  the  District 
Councils,  and  will  shortly  appoint  two  Inspectors  for  the  whole  of 
the  County  (a  plan  much  to  be  recommended)  this  is  the  last  time  I 
shall  have  the  pleasure  and  privilege  of  giving  my  Report,  and  I 
should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  his  encouragement  and  help,  and  also  some  of  the 
other  Doctors  in  the  town,  on  behalf  of  the  Midwives,  for  their 
prompt  assistance  when  called  upon  for  professional  services  to 
mother  or  infant. 

EDITH  E.  G.  MAY, 

Cert.  Midwife  (by  Exam.) 

Inspector . 
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The  Education  Committee  have  had  this  important 
Medical  question  under  consideration  during  the  year,  but 
^Schools  °f  arrangements  and  the  appointment  of  the 

necessary  officials  were  not  made  till  it  was  too  late 
to  start  Medical  Inspection  during  1908.  The  Committee  appointed 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  the  “School  Medical  Officer”  whose 


duty  it  would  be  to  organise  and  supervise  the  scheme  of  Medical 
Inspection,  to  advise  the  Committee  on  matters  involving  the 
health  of  the  children,  and  to  prepare  an  Annual  Report.  The 
actual  work  of  medically  inspecting  the  children  has  been  entrusted 
to  Mr.  Rowan  McCombe,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.,  who  has  been  appointed 
“  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer.”  Another  very  important  appoint¬ 
ment  is  that  of  Mrs.  Cherry  as  School  Nurse,  it  is  an  appoint¬ 
ment  I  have  ventured  to  urge  for  some  years  past,  and  I  am 
convinced  she  will  prove  to  be  of  the  greatest  use  in  conveying  to 
the  parents  the  report  of  the  Medical  Inspector,  and  using  her 
influence  to  induce  the  parents  to  get  various  matters  affecting  their 
children’s  condition  or  health  attended  to.  A  School  Nurse  will 
act  as  the  medium  between  the  teachers  and  the  Medical  Inspector 
on  the  one  hand  and  the  parents  on  the  other.  One  of  the  most 
important  features  of  the  scheme  is  the  desirability  in  many  instances 
of  influencing  the  home  surroundings  of  the  childien,  and  a  tactful 
nurse  may  be  very  useful  in  this  respect.  The  efficient  working  of 
this  scheme  of  Medical  Inspection  would  be  almost  impossible 
without  the  cordial  assistance  of  the  teachers,  who  already  have  their 
time  so  fully  occupied  j  I  have  to  thank  several  of  the  headteachers 
for  help  in  arranging  details,  and  I  feel  sure  that  we  shall  receive 
their  willing  help  when  the  actual  time  of  inspection  arrives. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  state  briefly  the  object  of  School 
Medical  Inspection,  which  has  been  for  many  years  carried  out  to 
the  remarkable  benefit  of  the  children  of  the  respective  nations 
who  have  had  the  wisdom  to  adopt  it.  Among  the  more  important 
of  these  nations  may  be  mentioned,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Japan, 
Belgium,  Germany,  France,  the  United  States  and  others.  The 
Memorandum  of  the  Board  of  Education  says  : — “  Its  justification 
is  not  to  be  measured  in  terms  of  money,  but  in  the  decrease  of 
sickness  and  incapacity  among  children,  and  in  the  ultimate 
decrease  of  inefficiency  and  poverty  in  after  life  arising  from 
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physical  disabilities.”  It  will  be  our  aim  to  examine  in  due  course 


all  the  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the  town,  to 
note  any  children  whose  nutrition  or  bodily  strength  is  not  equal  to 
the  strain  of  routine  education,  whose  clothing  is  insufficient,  or 
whose  cleanliness  is  open  to  criticism.  The  examination  will  also 


disclose,  in  many  cases,  unobserved  defects  or  diseased  conditions, 
such  as  defective  vision,  decayed  teeth,  unhealthy  throats,  early 


tuberculosis,  and  mental  insufficiency.  A  record  will  be  kept  of  any 
such  defects,  and  a  report  sent  to  the  parent  calling  his  attention  to 
them  and  urging  him  to  seek  the  advice  of  his  Medical  adviser  in 
order  that  the  condition  may,  if  possible,  be  rectified.  Each  child 
will  be  examined  at  least  three  times  during  its  school  career,  and 
n  Margate  this  will,  after  the  first  year,  involve  the  examination  of 
more  than  1,000  children  every  year. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  have  steadily  devoted 
Dilapidated  their  attention  to  the  renovation  of  this  class  of 

_  ’  property  during  the  year.  Certain  old-fashioned 

Courts, 

Alleys  etc  cottages  111  Victoria  Road,  opposite  the  Royal 


School  for  Deaf  Children,  have  been  acquired  by 
the  Corporation  for  demolition,  and  the  ground  will  doubtless  be 
useful  as  an  addition  to  the  Borough  Stables,  which  are  adjacent  to 
it.  The  following  courts  and  passages  have  been  repaved  or  are  in 
hand — Passages  in  rear  of  Canterbury  Road,  Byron  Road,  Cliff 
Terrace,  Kidman’s  Row,  Anchor  Hill,  Solly’s  Court,  Dixon’s  Court, 
Cassel’s  Yard,  Yard  off  Sparrow  Castle,  Sidney  Place,  Croft’s  Court, 
Neptune  Square,  and  a  passage  in  rear  of  Vicarage  Crescent.  Many 
of  these  localities  are  used  as  play-grounds  for  children,  and  it  is 
very  desirable  that  they  should  be  in  a  good  sanitary  state  and 
properly  paved.  The  repaving  of  the  following  localities  is  also 
projected — Dixon’s  Place,  Belgrave  Square,  New  Inn  Yard, 
Edward’s  Place,  Court  in  rear  of  Nos.  21-29  Fort  Road,  and  12-20 
Paradise  Street,  and  the  yard  in  front  of  10-16  Paradise  Street 
There  are  other  passages  and  courts  that  will  need  attention 
but  during  the  last  two  or  three  years  the  most  important 
have  been  dealt  with.  In  an  earlier  paragraph  it  has  been 

stated  that  compared  to  other  Towns  the  cottage  property  is 
on  the  whole  fairly  good  ;  there  are  however,  unfortunately,  many 
cottages  whose  inhabitants  are  careless  and  filthy  in  their  habits, 
these  properties  receive  frequent  attention  from  the  Sanitary  Staff 
but  it  is  difficult  to  induce  such  people  to  permanently  alter  their 
habits. 
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There  has  not  been  any  special  nuisance  from  sea- 
The  Seaweed  weed  this  year,  but  this  nuisance  varies  from  year 
Question.  to  year  according  to  the  incidence  of  certain  winds 
and  hot  sunshine.  It  is  probable  that  the  three 
roads  which  have  been  recently  constructed  across  the  rocks  may 
have  been  useful  in  permitting  the  seaweed  to  be  carted  across  the 
rocks  and  thrown  into  deep  water,  but  even  these  roads  would  be 
insufficient  to  get  rid  of  all  the  seaweed  in  exceptional  3  ears.  The 
various  groynes  erected  during  recent  )rears  by  retaining  a  larger 
area  of  sand  have  also  had  the  advantage  of  diminishing  the  area  of 
seaweed  bearing  rocks.  I  would  again  urge  that  some  well  devised 
scheme  of  removing  the  seaweed  from  the  rocks  and  selling  it  to  the 
farmers  should  receive  consideration. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  traffic  it  is  satisfactory  to 
Street  note  that  the  following  roads  have  been  tarred  : — 
Sanitation.  High  Street,  Canterbury  Road,  Eaton  Road, 
Ramsgate  Road  and  part  of  St.  Peter’s  Road.  In 
my  last  Report  I  endeavoured  to  show  what  a  boon  it  would  be  if 
the  chief  road  along  the  sea  front  could  be  treated  with  tar,  both 
from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  and  for  the  purpose  of  limiting  the 
nuisance  arising  from  noise  and  dust  during  the  heavy  traffic  of  the 
summer  months. 

Sea  water  has  again  been  extensively  used  for  street  watering 
purposes,  with  obvious  good  results  in  the  binding  together  of  the 
dust  on  the  road  surface.  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  salt  acts 
as  a  disinfectant  and  hinders  the  growth  of  germs  which  are  so 
freely  found  in  dust  during  the  hot  weather.  The  dust  from  the 
roads,  mixed  with  horse  manure,  being  blown  on  to  exposed  food 
undoubtedly  causes  it  to  become  tainted,  and  is  a  cause  of  diarrhoea 
and  other  similar  illnesses. 

There  have  been  the  same  difficulties  this  year  in  inducing 
individual  ratepayers  to  use  properly  covered  refuse  receptacles,  and 
to  keep  them  reasonably  clean.  The  contents  are  frequently  blown 
about  the  streets  by  the  wind,  or  scattered  by  dogs  or  mischievous 
children. 
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There  are  117  persons  in  the  Borough  who  are 
Milk.  registered  as  Milk  Sellers  ;  there  are  nine  Cowsheds 
Supply.  within  the  Borough,  and  15  dairymen  keep  cows 
outside  the  town  and  send  carts  into  the  borough 
for  daily  deliveries  of  milk.  In  the  summer  a  large  quantity  of 
milk  is  also  brought  into  the  town  by  rail.  Under  the  present  law 
we  have  practically  no  means  of  control  or  inspection  of  the 
dairies  outside  the  Borough,  and  we  have  to  rely  on  other  authorities 
to  see  that  they  are  kept  clean.  The  cowsheds  and  the  milk 
sellers’  shops  in  the  Borough  are  under  frequent  supervision,  and, 
on  the  whole,  are  kept  in  good  condition.  It  is  almost  hopeless  to 
induce  cowshed  proprietors  to  realise  the  amount  of  suffering  and 
disease  that  is  caused  by  the  neglect  of  ordinary  cleanliness  ;  there 
is  no  question  that  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  infection  in  Consump¬ 
tion  and  other  tuberculous  disease  is  dirty  milk.  Cows  frequently 
have  tuberculosis  and  provide  milk  containing  active  tubercle  Bacilli. 
A  cow  suffering  from  tuberculosis  can  also  excrete  Bacilli  in  its 
urine  and  excrement  ;  the  dried  and  infected  dung  from  the  flanks 
of  badly  kept  cows  drops  into  the  milk,  or  is  conveyed  to  it  by  the 
dirty  hands  of  a  milker,  or  from  the  dust  in  the  cowshed.  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  a  disease  that  comes  so  insidiously  that  it  is  impossible  to 
connect  it  with  a  given  drink  of  milk  possibly  taken  some  weeks 
before  any  symptons  begin  to  manifest  themselves.  The  public  are 
beginning  to  recognise  this  danger,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
new  Act  promised  by  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  will  enable  the  public  to  buy  milk  from  dairies  which  are 
kept  in  such  a  way  that  practically  every  chance  of  obtaining 
tuberculous  or  dirty  milk  has  been  eliminated.  It  is  clearly 
impossible  that  sanitary  officials  can  be  present  at  every  milking  of 
cows  in  order  to  see  that  the  milker  washes  his  hands,  wears  a  clean 
apron,  and  cleanses  the  flanks  and  udders  of  the  cows.  There  are 
still  far  too  many  cow  owners  scattered  about  the  country  who 
regard  such  elementary  methods  of  cleanliness  as  new  fangled 
nonsense  ;  until  this  class  of  cow-owner  is  compelled  to  realize  his 
responsibility  and  actively  insist  on  his  employees  carrying  out 
the  above-mentioned  precautions,  the  death-rate  from  tuberculosis 
will  still  continue  at  its  present  high  figure.  I  venture  to  dwell 
upon  this  problem  every  year,  as  the  public  are  mostly  unaware  of 
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the  risks  they  run,  and  unless  the  public  realise  these  risks  they  will 
not  endeavour  to  protect  themselves  by  purchasing  their  milk  from 
cowsheds  where  cows  are,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  free  from 
tuberculosis,  and  where  the  proprietor  exercises  personal  vigilance 
to  maintain  cleanliness.  Fortunately  the  public  have  the  power 
of  protecting  themselves  against  any  risks  of  contracting  Tuber¬ 
culosis  from  milk  by  boiling  it.  This  precaution  is  very  commonly 
adopted  in  France  and  Germany,  but  in  Fngland  it  is  an  exception 
to  find  anyone  who  will  take  this  amount  of  trouble. 

During  the  year  ioo  samples  were  analysed  under 

c  ,  r  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  this  averages  about  one  to 

bale  oi  1 

Food  and  every  287  of  the  population  ;  in  London  the  average 
Drugs  Act.  is  one  for  every  188  persons,  and  in  the  provinces 
generally,  one  for  every  402  of  the  population.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  detailed  account  of  this  subject  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report,  that  the  analyses  were  highly  satisfactory,  and 
that  in  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings.  No 
milk  or  meat  was  condemned  for  tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  the  various 
Factory  and  slaughter-houses,  dairies,  cowsheds,  milkshops, 
Workshop  bakehouses,  etc.,  and  on  the  whole  have  found 
Acts.  them  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  that  they 
complied  with  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  Local 
Bye-Laws.  Details  relating  to  these  Acts  will  be  found  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Report.  O11  the  occasions  on  which  I  had 
reason  to  cull  attention  to  minor  breaches  of  regulations  my 
suggestions  were  readily  carried  out.  The  slaughter-houses  receive 
weekly  visits  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or  his  Assistant,  who  also 
pay  frequent  visits  to  other  places  requiring  sanitary  supervision. 
The  Sanitary  Department  is  always  glad  to  receive  notice  of  any 
Nuisance  from  either  Residents  or  Visitors. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Margate  District  during  1908 

And  Previous  Years. 


28 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 

Year  1908  in  the 
Margate  Urban  Sanitary  District. 
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Number  of  diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  3 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death 
during  Year  1908,  in  the 
District  of  Margate 
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•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Typhus  . 

'  *  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Enteric  ...  . 

1 

•  «  • 

•  ♦  • 

1 

Other  continued  ... 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Cholera  . 

•  •  • 

... 

Plague  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Diarrhoea 

13 

10 

2 

Enteritis 

9 

8 

1 

•  •  • 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Erysipelas  . 

•  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  septic  diseases 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuber- 

6 

... 

•  *  • 

... 

•  •  • 

5 

1 

6 

culosis)  . 

27 

7 

20 

•  •  •  1 

fl 

Other  tubercular  diseases  ... 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14 

31 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

4 

1 

1 

6 

12 

•  •  •  1 

18 

22 

4 

Bronchitis 

19 

6 

1 

2 

10 

Pneumonia 

9 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Pleurisy  . 

•  •  • 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 

organs  . 

2 

2 

Alcoholism — Cirrhosis  of  liver 

10 

•  •  • 

... 

9 

1 

Venereal  diseases 

•  •  • 

Premature  birth 

8 

*  •  • 

Diseases  and  accidents  of  par- 

•  •  • 

turition  . 

•  •  • 

Heart  diseases 

30 

9 

13 

15 

•  •  • 

6 

Q 

Accidents 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Suicides 

4 

2~] 

A 

All  other  causes  . 

70 

17 

1 

1 

5 

33 

13j 

9 

benile  Decay 

42 

42  1 

6 

All  Causes  . 

312 

53 

12 

12 

1 

17 

111 

107  I 

68 

31 


V. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

During  the  Year  1908 

Deaths  From  Stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months 

Under  One  Year  of  Age. 


LA 

CD 


Cause  of  Death. 


All 

Causes. 


Certified 
Uncert  lied 


'J  -  ?1  '  TC 


8  12  2 
9  i 


Common 
1  nfectious 
Discuses. 


Diarrhoeal 

Diseases. 


Wasting 

Diseases. 


f  Small -pox 
|  Chicken-pox 
j  Measles  . . 

Scarlet  Fever 
!  Diphtheria  :  Croup 
[_Whooping  Cough 

f  Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
|  Enteritis 

-{  ( not  Tuberculous'). 

|  Gastritis,  Gastro¬ 
intestinal  Catarrh. 

f  Premature  Birth 
j  Congenital  Defects 
j  I n jury  at  Birth . . 

]  Want  of  Breast- mi lk 
j  Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus . . 


t»  2  \'f 
AC  Hg  L* 
_  a>  ,  r  a) 

<v  Li 


- 


rc 


D 


13 
2 


I'uherculons 
Diseases 


f  Tuberculous  Meningitis 
j  Tuberculous  Peritonitis: 
•{  Tabes  Mescnterica . . 

|  Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases . . 

Erysi  pel  as 
Syphilis  .  . 

Rickets  . . 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous ) 
Convulsions 
Bronchitis 
Laryngitis 
Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying 
Other  causes 


6  ..I  1  .. 


2  1  .. 


1  . 


10  1 


M 


rc 

I 

TX 


.  •  •  «  *  i  TO 

X  X  X  X  X  '  J 


o 


7  10  2 


J  3t 

1  .. 

1  1 
1  . 


4!  2 

1  . . 


c  s  |  g  o  o 

-A  -I  — ,  I  *5  3 

*3  ■*  | 

t-  x  jj  —i  T 

\  i  i  i  i 

—  i—  !  zC  ~ 


2|  3  2  . . 


1 


15 


1  2  2 


J  1 

2  3 


1 


7  11  2 


T.  .  3  2 

...  , 


1 


1 


1|. . 

1 


2 1  4  2  3 


cl 

<v 

n 

■<-> 

o 


49 

4 


1 

9 


5 


1 

1 

10 


1 

3 

6 


53 


Births  in  the  Year  j  |jf>"dimate  :  403. 

(  Illegitimate  :  22. 


Deaths  in  the  Year 


(  Legitimate 


(  Illegitimate 

Population  (Estimated  to  middle  of  19C8) :  28,700. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages  :  328. 


45. 

8. 


under  1  year 


BOROUGH  OF  MARGATE. 


0  REPORT  0 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  Year  ending  December  31st,  1908. 


MARGATE  : 

Printed  by  The  Thankt  Times,  Ltd., 
186-188  High  Street. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  and  Sewerage  Committee 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  Report  on  the  work  that  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  year  ending  December  3  r st,  1908. 

The  number  of  inspections  and  re-visits  to  the  various  dwelling- 
houses  situated  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough  amounting  to  4,90(8, 
notices  being  served  where  necessary  specifying  the  work  necessary  to 
be  carried  out  to  put  the  property  into  a  satisfactory  and  sanitary 
condition. 

Seventeen  houses  have  been  connected  to  the  Public  Sewers 
abolishing  16  cesspools  ;  two  foul  and  broken  pan  container  closets  and 
D  traps  have  been  removed  and  suitable  washdown  pans  and  flushing 
cisterns  fixed  in  their  places. 

Seventeen  broken  closet  pans  have  been  replaced  by  new  pans. 

Two  soil  pipes  have  been  removed  from  the  inside  of  the  house 
to  the  outside,  five  broken  pipes  have  been  repaired,  and  the  rain  water 
gutters  repaired  in  four  cases. 

Twelve  small  two  inch  ventilating  shafts  above  the  junction  of 
closet  with  soil  pipe  have  been  removed  and  the  soil  pipe  carried  up  full 
bore  for  ventilating  the  drains. 

Seventeen  new  flushing  cisterns  have  been  fixed  in  the  place  of 
broken  or  worn  out  cisterns,  and  20  defective  cisterns  have  been 
repaired  and  cleansed,  and  put  into  proper  working  condition. 

The  water  fittings  found  defective,  rendering  the  premises  un¬ 
sanitary  in  33  instances  have  been  dealt  with,  either  by  having  new 
services  put  in  from  the  Borough  Mains  or  portions  of  new  pipes  where 
found  defective. 
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Ten  new  sinks  have  been  fixed  in  the  place  of  broken  ones,  and 
13  new  lead  wastes  have  been  fixed,  replacing  wastes  constucted  of 
four-inch  earthenware  drain  pipes. 

Ten  backyards  found  in  a  very  dirty  condition,  littered  with 
r<  fuse,  etc.,  have  been  cleared  up  and  the  refuse  removed,  and  14  filthy 
closet  pans  have  been  cleansed  and  the  closets  lime-washed. 

Twenty-one  drains  found  blocked  and  overflowing  have  been 
unstopped  and  repaired  ;  and  66  nuisances  arising  from  blocked  and 
overflowing  gullies,  etc.,  have  been  unstopped  and  gullies  have  been 
cleansed  and  repaired  where  necessary. 

Six  lots  of  fowls  kept  in  a  dirty  condition,  the  runs  have  been 
cleared  up  and  lime-washed. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-four  nuisances  arising  from  accumula¬ 
tions  cf  manure,  vegetable  refuse,  fish  trunks  and  f:sh  shells,  rabbit 
skins,  etc.,  have  been  dealt  with  and  the  accumulations  removed. 

Eleven  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with  and  the 
nuisance  abated  by  the  occupiers  removing  to  other  premises  having 
more  accommodation,  and  the  rooms  lately  occupied  by  them  have  been 
cleansed  and  white-washed  ;  one  room  in  which  the  wooden  floor  was 
rotten  and  not  ventilated  has  now  been  ventilated  and  a  cement  floor 
substituted. 

I  here  are  ten  places  used  for  the  purpose  of  frying 
Fried  Fish  fish  for  sale,  they  have  been  kept  under  constant 
Shops.  supervision  in  respect  to  any  nuisance  arising  thereon, 
and  notices  have  been  served  on  the  occupiers  to 
cleanse  the  apparatus  used  for  frying  in  four  cases. 

There  are  295  stables  within  the  Borough  and  these 
Stables.  have  to  be  constantly  inspected  in  respect  to  Nuisances 
arising  from  accumulations  of  manure,  etc. 

There  are  ten  registered  slaughter-houses  and  six 
Slaughter  licensed  ones  within  the  Borough  for  the  purpose  of 
Houses.  slaughtering  cattle  for  human  consumption.  These 
are  regularly  inspected  once  a  week.  In  addition  to 
weekly  visits  surprise  visits  are  often  paid,  and  considering  the  nature  of 
the  work  carried  on  therein  they  have  generally  been  found  in  a  satis- 


factory  condition.  Notices  have  been  served  to  lime-wash  walls  in  nine 
cases  and  cleanse  poun  is  in  four  cases  ;  there  is  also  a  Knackers  Yard, 
this  has  always  been  found  in  a  excellent  condition  and  free  from 
offal,  etc. 

This  has  always  to  be  kept  in  a  clean  condition  and 
Mortuary.  ready  for  use,  and  has  been  used  during  the  past  year 

on  nine  occasions  for  the  purpose  of  depositing  bodies 
awaiting  inquest  or  post  mortem. 

Under  the  above  Acts  five  houses  have  been  put  into 
Housing  of  a  proper  condition  throughout,  and  one  case  of  illegal 

the  Working  occupation  has  been  abated  by  the  occupier  removing 

Class  Acts.  ^  lL  ,  •  ,  , 

to  other  and  more  suitable  premise*. 


The  Tenement  houses  have  been  regularly  inspected 
Houses  Let  and  notices  served  to  cleanse  the  common  passages 
in  Lodgings,  where  required,  and  the  occupiers  advised  in  matters 

requiring  their  attention,  viz.,  the  opening  of  windows, 
etc.,  in  accordance  with  the  Bye-Laws,  so  as  to  ensure  proper  ventilation 
of  the  rooms  and  passages. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  have  also 
Mercantile  paid  various  visits  to  the  vessels  using  the  Harbour 
Shipping  and  inspected  their  arrangements,  viz.,  the  berths  used 
Acta.  for  sleeping,  separation  of  sexes,  water  supply,  sanitary 
accommodation,  ventilation  and  light,  and  cleanliness, 
and  generally  found  things  in  a  satisfactory  condition  under  the 
circumstances  prevailing  at  the  time  of  our  visit,  viz  ,  unloading  coal 


Under  these  Acts  it  is  compulsory  to  keep  a  register 
Factory  and  every  place  to  which  these  Acts  apply,  and  at  the 
Workshops  present  time  there  are  no  less  than  414  places,  con- 
Act.  sisiing  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Domestic  Work¬ 
shops.  Factories  are  places  in  which  mechanical 
power  is  used  in  the  course  of  the  business,  and  consist  of  the  following 
trades  : — 


Printers 

Builders 

Baker 

Bootmakers 


1  o 

3 

1 


Private  Works  ...  7 

Sausage  Makers  ...  2 

Cabinet  Maker  ...  x 

Laundries 


•  •  • 


2 


•  •  • 


2 
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Brewers  ... 

1 

Electric  Works 

1 

Wood  Chopper 

1 

Gas  Works 

1 

Motor  Works 

•  •  •  zj. 

Electric  Lighting 

1 

Mineral  Water 

5 

Corn  Merchants 

3 

Private  Laundries 

3 

Total 

. . .  48 

Workshops  are  described  as 

any  premises  in  which  manual  labour 

is  carried  on  by  way 

of  trade  for  purposes  of  gain  ; 

and  Domestic 

Workshops  are  places 

in  which 

work  is  carried  on 

for  profit  in  a 

private  dwelling-house,  the  occupiers  being  members  of  the  same  family, 

and  consist  of  the  undermentioned  businesses  : — 

Bootmakers 

40 

Builders 

...  36 

Blacksmiths 

11 

Basket  Makers 

2 

Laundries 

69 

Dressmakers 

41 

Picture  Framers 

4 

Tailors  ... 

30 

Bakers  ... 

•••  33 

Boat-builder 

1 

Beer  Bottlers 

2 

Coach  Builders 

8 

Cabinet  Works 

1 3 

Milliners 

•••  33 

Plumbers 

19 

Watchmakers 

1 1 

Harness  Makers 

3 

Cycle  Works 

8 

Polisher 

1 

Blind  Maker 

1 

Total 

366 

These  have  been  visited  on  953  visits  and  notices  have  been 
served  to  carry  out  the  following  defects  found  existing  thereon  at  the 
time  of  our  visit  or  inspection. 

One  broken  rain  pipe  repaired,  two  dirty  rooms  cleansed,  three  over¬ 
crowdings  abated,  four  ceilings  cleansed  and  re-whitewashed,  two  water 
closets  cleansed,  four  broken  drains  unstopped  and  repaired,  five  closet 
cisterns  repaired,  nine  bakehouses  cleansed  and  lime-washed.  Total  30. 

Those  factories  where  power  is  used  have  also  been  kept  under 
observation  with  a  view  to  detecting  any  nuisance  arising  from  any 
undue  discharges  of  smoke  from  their  furnaces,  and  notices  have  been 
served  in  four  instances  to  abate  a  nuisance  from  that  cause. 


Under  these  orders  there  are  a  total  of  117  names 
upon  the  register,  each  person  selling  milk  being  com¬ 
pelled  to  register  their  names  in  accordance  with  these 
orders.  There  are  nine  persons  who  keep  their  own 
cows  within  the  Borough  and  retail  their  milk  from 
carts  to  their  customers;  there  are  also  15  persons 
who  keep  their  cows  outside  the  Borough  but  bring  their  milk  into  the 
Town  and  retail  or  sell  it  from  their  carts  in  the  street  to  their  customers  ; 
there  are  93  names  who  sell  their  milk  over  the  counter,  the  majority 
ot  whom  only  sell  about  one  or  two  gallons  daily ;  there  is  also  some 
hundreds  of  gallons  of  milk  brought  into  the  Town  daily,  especially 
during  the  summer  season,  by  the  railway  companies.  Five  names 
have  been  removed  from  the  register  and  12  fresh  names  added.  The 
cowsheds  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  generally  found  to  comply 
with  the  regulations  as  to  cleanliness,  removal  of  manure,  ventilation, 
etc.  Notices  have  been  served  and  the  work  carried  out  to  lime-wash 
sheds  in  three  cases. 


D  airies, 
Cowsheds, 
and 

MilKshops. 


I  am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  year 

Ambulance  1908  has  been  the  lowest  number  of  removals  to 

2l.  11  cl  ^ 

Disinfection.  Hospital  I  have  been  called  upon  to  remove  since  I 

have  held  the  office  of  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the 
Borough,  viz.,  Forty-three  Scarlet  Fever,  12  Diphtheria,  and  three 
Enteric  Fever,  a  total  of  58  removals  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Haine* 
We  have  disinfected  88  rooms,  and  the  under  mentioned  list  of  articles 
have  been  removed  to  the  Disinfecting  Station  for  disinfection  by  the 
Washington  Lyons  Steam  Disinfector  : — 


28  Feather  beds 
1 19  Mattresses 
16  Palliasses 
183  Pillows 
88  Bolsters 
281  Blankets 


2  Coats 

49  Rugs,  counterpanes  and  quilts 
79  Pieces  of  carpet 
34  Cushions 

64  Bundles  of  miscellaneous  articles 
4  Suits  of  clothes 
Total  of  947. 


There  has  also  been  found  deposited  in  various  parts  of  the 
Borough,  14  lots  of  old  and  filthy  bedding.  These  have  been  removed 
and  destroyed  by  burning 
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During  the  year  I  have  purchased  ioo  samples  of 
Sale  of  Food  various  articles  of  focd,  and  after  compiying  with  the 
and  Drugs  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  in  respect  to  division  of 
»  c*  the  samples,  etc.,  personally  delivered  the  remaining 

portions  of  the  samples  to  Mr.  Harvey,  the  Public 
Analyst  at  Canterbury. 

On  Wednesday,  April  the  22nd,  eight  samples  of  butter  were 
purchased,  the  Analyst  certifying  them  to  be  genuine  butters  ;  also  on 
the  same  date,  six  samples  of  margarine  were  also  purchased,  the 
Analyst  certifying  them  to  be  genuine  margarine,  and  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  the  margarine  Act ;  the  paper  in  which  the  margarine 
was  wrapped  also  complied  with  the  Act  in  respect  to  the  word 
“  margarlne being  printed  thereon  in  one  half-inch  capital  block 
letters. 


On  Tuesday,  May  the  5th,  six  samples  of  sugar  were  purchased, 
the  Analyst  certifying  them  to  be  genuine  sugars  ;  on  the  same  date, 
six  samples  of  coffee  were  purchased,  the  Analyst  certifying  them  to  be 
genuine  and  pure  coffees  ;  also  on  the  same  date,  six  samples  of  cheese 
were  purchased,  the  Analyst  certifying  them  to  be  genuine  cheese. 

On  luesday,  May  the  19th,  five  samples  of  mustard  were 
purchased,  three  of  them  were  certified  to  be  genuine  mustard  and  two 
as  condiments.  These  were  sold  in  conformity  with  the  Act,  viz.,  in 
tins  properly  labelled,  their  contents  being  described  on  the  labels 
attached  thereto.  I  also  purchased  on  the  same  date,  five  samples  of 
pepper,  the  Analyst  certifying  them  to  be  genuine  pepper;  on  the  same 
date,  four  samples  of  baking  powder  were  also  purchassed,  the  Analyst 
certifying  them  to  be  free  from  any  impurities  and  of  good  quality;  also 
on  the  same  date,  six  samples  of  condensed  milk,  the  cheapest  brands 
that  were  sold  being  purchased,  the  Analyst  certified  them  to  have  been 
sold  in  conformity  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  all  six  tins  complying 

with  their  description  on  the  labels  attached  to  the  tins  in  which  they 
were  sold. 


On  June  the  29th,  ten  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  from  the 
milk-sellers  from  their  carts  in  the  streets,  the  Analyst  certifying  them 
to  be  genuine  milk  and  to  be  free  from  preservatives,  the  total  solids 

varying  from  11*85  to  13'27,  the  lowest  in  fat  or  cream  being  3-10  and 
the  highest  4-41.  3 
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On  Tuesday,  July  the  2  1  st,  ten  samples  of  milk  were  purchased 
from  dealers  in  the  streets  and  also  from  the  shops.  Nine  of  them  were 
certified  to  be  genuine  milk,  the  remaining  sample  did  not  reach  the 
standard  in  respect  to  fat  or  cream,  although  the  total  solids  were  well 
above  the  requirements.  No  a  tion  was  taken  in  the  matter,  it  being 
decided  to  take  another  sample  from  the  same  vendor. 

On  Thursday,  August  the  20th,  ten  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
at  the  Margate  Sands  Railway  Station  on  the  arrival  of  the  train,  the 
whole  of  them  were  certified  to  be  genuine  milk.  On  the  morning  of 
the  21st,  six  samples  of  milk  were  purchased  from  the  milk-sellers  in 
the  streets,  including  the  vendor  whose  sample  \  roved  wrong  in  July. 
This  proved  to  be,  as  shown  by  the  Analyst  certificate,  milk  of  good 
quality  both  in  respect  to  its  fat  and  non-fatry  solids,  the  rem  lining  five 
samples  being  certified  as  genuine  milk. 

On  Tuesday,  November  the  10th,  six  samples  of  butter  were 
purchased,  these  were  all  certified  to  be  genuine  butter ;  on  the  same 
date,  six  samples  of  margarine  were  also  purchased,  these  were  all 
certified  to  be  genuine  margarine.  4  he  same  were  all  sold  in  conformity 
with  the  requirements  of  the  margarine  Act,  in  respect  to  the  wrappers, 
etc.,  in  which  the  margarine  was  sold. 

On  Tuesday,  July  the  21st,  samples  of  oysters,  whelks,  and 
cockles  were  purchased  from  the  barrows  in  the  streets,  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination,  the  Analyst’s  remarks  upon  the  results 
of  his  examination  is  as  follows  : — 

That  after  four  days  incubation  no  suspicious  growths  made 
their  appearance  in  any  case. 

The  general  condition  of  the  ousters,  whelks,  and  cockles 
were  satisfactory  in  each  case. 

I  have  also  condemned  and  seen  destroyed  two  rabbits,  150 
pounds  of  plums,  and  one  churn  of  milk  at  the  Margate  Sands  Railway 
Station,  which  were  in  my  opinion  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

During  the  year  14  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  from  the 
mains  of  the  Water  Works  Department  and  sent  to  London  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  by  Dr.  Foulerton,  of  Middlesex  Hospital,  and  also 
two  samples  have  been  taken  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Harvey,  at 
Canterbury,  for  chemical  examination,  the  results  of  the  examuntions 
showing  the  water  to  be  of  a  high  standard  of  purity. 
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It  must  be  gratifying  to  every  Member  of  the 
Legal  Committee  to  know  that  there  was  no  occasion  to 
Proceedings,  take  proceedings  against  any  person  in  any  matter, 

more  especially  for  any  infringement  of  the  provision 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  etc.,  in  respect  to  adulteration,  especially 
as  all  samples  taken  by  me  are  purchased  by  a  deputy  or  agent  where 
possible.  Only  in  one  instance  was  a  certificate  received  from  the 
Analyst  in  respect  to  a  deficiency  in  fat  or  cream  in  a  sample  of  milk  • 
this  was  so  small  as  not  to  justify  proceedings  being  taken,  but  a  further 
sample  was  taken  from  the  same  vendor,  and  this  showed  on  analysis, 
milk  of  a  very  good  quality,  the  total  solids  reaching  nearly  fourteen 
per  cent.,  and  no  preservatives  were  found  in  any  of  them. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
(Alderman  J.  J.  Hermitage,  Esq.,  J.P.)  and  each  Member  of  the 
Committee  for  the  support  given  me  in  carrying  out  the  many  and 
various  duties  appertaining  to  this  office ;  and  also  take  this  oppotunity 
of  again  thanking  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  J.  M.  Brown) 

for  the  assistance  he  has  at  all  times  readily  accorded  to  me,  and  beg  to 
remain 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDVVD.  ELLIOT,  Assoc.  Royal  San.  Inst., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Borough  ot  Margate. 


Municipal  Buildings, 

February  1 8th,  1909. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  climatic  conditions  of  the  Borough  for  another  year,  that  of  1908. 
There  was  not  much  variation  as  a  whole  from  the  ordinary  features; 
and  the  Summer  season,  the  most  important  to  us,  was  in  the  main — 
rainfall,  sunshine,  temperature — more  favourable  than  some  of  late 
years  have  been.  The  Autumn  months  were  again  mild,  and  they  had 
also  a  lessened  amount  of  rain  ;  there  were  few,  if  any,  of  exceptional  days 
of  heat,  and  the  number  of  frosty  nights  was  very  small.  It  is  however, 
to  be  regretted  that  as  many  as  40  of  the  outdoor  entertainments  had  to 
be  abandoned  owing  to  the  rain  and  the  total  of  the  season’s  takings 
thus  considerably  diminished. 

The  observations  were  taken  from  the  same  instruments  from  an 
accepted  position  in  the  Surrey  Road,  Clifton viile.  The  greater  number 
are  read  three  times  daily;  at  8  a.m.  for  the  early  telegram,  at  9  a.m. 
in  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  London  Societies  and  from 
which  the  daily  averages  are  struck,  and  at  6  p.m.  for  the  evening 
telegrams.  Sixteen  instruments  have  been  daily  read,  the  second  rain 
gauge  of  the  former  year  having  been  discontinued. 

Taking  the  year’s  figures  in  the  same  order  as  usual  we  first 

look  at 

The  instrument  so  universally  consulted  and  whose 

The  steady  record,  or  whose  risings  and  fallings  interest  so 

Barometer,  many.  We  have  26  years  of  daily  observations,  a  no 
mean  record,  and  the  average  for  last  year  30-033 
inches  was  a  little  more  than  one-tenth  of  an  inch  above  the  accepted 
average.  Only  once  does  the  yearly  average  30-034  in  1904  appear  to 
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have  been  higher.  It  was  over  30  inches  in  nine  of  the  12  months. 
In  January  and  February  the  average  stood  at  30*6  and  above,  and  was 
accompanied  as  usual  by  fogs.  The  absolute  highest  reading  was 
30*660  on  January  21st  and  the  lowest  28-804  on  December  nth, 
giving  a  range  of  1-856  inches,  which  is  hardly  such  a  disarrangement 
as  occurs  at  some  places.  The  range  in  1907  was  more  than  this  by 
nearly  two-tenths  of  an  inch. 

A  dozen  tested  Thermometers  are  read  every  day, 
Thermometers,  some  of  them  two  or  three  times.  Those  in  the 

Stevenson’s  Screen  and  known  as  the  Maximum, 
giving  the  highest  temperature  there  reached,  and  the  Minimum  show¬ 
ing  the  lowest,  give  between  them  the  Daily  Mean  Average.  This 
worked  out  at  5o°4,  nearly  half  a  degree  above  last  year,  and  likewise 
above  the  general  average.  In  five  of  the  months  there  was  an  excess 
of  warmth,  and  in  four  months  appreciable  decrease.  On  one  occasion 
only  had  we  a  reading  over  80°,  viz.,  82°i  on  July  25th,  the  lowest 
night  temperature  being  i8°9  on  December  30th.  In  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  we  were  colder  on  the  whole ;  April  was  30  down  ;  and  May 
following  was  39  up,  with  a  slight  further  increase  in  June.  In  the  next 
three,  the  Summer  season— July,  August,  and  September,  unfortunately, 
the  temperature  was  in  each  down.  October  was  again  remarkably  fine, 
and  as  much  as  5°4  above  the  average,  and  without  a  frost.  November 

was  2«  above  the  average,  and  December,  notwithstanding  a  late  cold 
spell,  was  just  the  usual. 

The  daily  range  of  temperature,  which  is  of  the  extremest 
importance  to  any  health  resort  was  again  exceptionally  low,  only  io°l 
and  this  fact,  the  slight  difference  only  between  the  average  day  and 

night  readings,  cannot  be  too  widely  known.  It  is  in  the  Winter  months, 
too,  this  is  so  prominent. 

As  further  proving  this,  a  careful  account  is  kept  of  the  difference 

between  each  succeeding  morning  at  9  a.m.,  and  the  yearly  average 

under  this  heading  is  the  small  quantity  of  but  3°2.  There  were  only 

six  mornings  when  the  temperature  as  to  the  previous  morning  was 

more  than  10°  different.  This  equableness  is  one  of  our  principal 
features. 
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I  append  as  for  some  years  past,  a  table  of  interest  to  many, 
giving  the  maximum  shade  temperatures  taken  in  each  month  : 


Over 

20° 

30° 

0 

0 

5°° 

6o° 

70° 

8o°  90° 

1908 

. . . 

25 

106 

79 

115 

40 

1 

I9°7 

1 

26 

67 

113 

T  39 

18 

r 

Average 

. . . 

20 

87 

122 

92 

39 

5 

Though  only  once  over  8o°  there  is  a  considerable  excess  of 
days  with  over  6o°. 


The  small  number  of  frosts  was  a  great  feature — 45  only,  and 
none  between  April  27th  and  November  10th,  a  period  equal  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  year,  with  but  five  frosty  nights. 


Four  instruments  going  into  the  soil  to  respectively 
Earth  6,  12,  24,  and  48  inches,  have  been  again  regularly 
Temperatures,  read.  Their  results  are  given  in  the  tables.  No  frost 

was  registered  by  either.  The  deepest  instrument 
remained  at  56°  or  above  from  June  1 8th  till  October  21st,  a  longer 
time  than  usual. 

The  amount  of  rain  which  fell  upon  the  borough  was 
Rainfall  21  inc^es>  and  this  was  ahout  two  inches  below  the 
average,  and  a  lessened  fall  for  five  following  years. 
The  number  of  rainy  days  was  155,  showing  as  many  as  211  without  rain. 
There  has  been  a  deficiency  of  ten  inches  on  the  five  \ears.  The 
heaviest  fall  was  on  July  1 2 ih,  when  just  about  an  inch  fell.  July  was 
the  wettest  month,  having  nearly  double  what  it  usually  does.  The 
smallest  fall  was  in  September;  no  month  had  less  than  an  inch.  June 
and  October  had  only  eight  rainy  days  each.  Dividing  the  28  years  for 
which  I  have  the  record  into  four  equal  portions,  the  average  fall  is  thus  : 


From  1881 

to 

1887 

an  average  of 

2371 

inches 

»> 

1 888 

to 

1894 

>> 

23‘5 1 

?> 

i895 

to 

1901 

>> 

j) 

2  r  1 8 

>> 

jj 

1902 

to 

1908 

>» 

20*9  1 

>» 

For 

the  period 

»> 

00 

CO 

M 

N 

v 
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The  fall  at  the  Corporation  Waterworks  at  Wingham  are  here¬ 
with  appended,  taken  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Hosking  : 


1905 

•  •  • 

Margate. 

2 1  ’  1 8 

Wingham. 

23’73 

1906 

•  •  • 

20*42 

24*79 

T9°7 

•  •  • 

...  20  40 

23'83 

190b 

•  •  • 

...  21*09 

24'39 

Fall. 

Maximum. 

Days  of  Rain. 

January 

2-02 

1-54 

]  1 

February 

113 

•31 

16 

March  ... 

2  31 

*57 

20 

April  ... 

1*56 

*51 

18 

May  . 

1-49 

*77 

9 

June 

1-45 

*50 

8 

July  . 

3-32 

1-01 

10 

August... 

3-02 

•89 

14 

September 

212 

•70 

9 

October 

1  *61 

•36 

12 

November 

1-25 

•48 

December 

308 

•59 

13 

, 

24-39 

149 

The  total  amount  for  the  year  was  1,630  hours,  or 
Sunshine.  almost  exactly  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year, 

but  nearly  20  hours  above  the  average  for  the  seven 
years  the  lecord  has  been  taken.  Ihere  were  only  36  davs  without 
any  sun  at  all,  and  therefore  310  sunny  days.  The  greatest  amount 
was  in  July,  the  least  in  December  in  which  month  there  were  also  the 
most  sunless  days.  The  amount  at  Westminster  was  250  hours  less. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  F.  R,  Higgins  the  Sunshine  Recorder  was 
removed  in  July  to  the  roof  of  “  The  Hydro,”  in  a  perfectly  open  and 
free  position,  and  much  more  easily  got  at.  Every  facility  has  been 
afforded  for  at  any  time  getting  to  the  instrument.  A  more  than  usual 
interest  has  been  added  to  the  sunshine  returns  by  the  novel  method  in 
which  they  have  been  made  known  to  the  public  through  the  Press, 
i  he  results  show  what  had  been  previously  known  by  students  of  these 
figures,  that  starting  from  the  coast  resorts  in  the  North  there  is  a 
natural  and  regular  increase  in  the  number  of  hours  of  sunshine  till  we 
reach  the  stations  with  the  most  southerly  latitude  and  get  the  highest 
amounts.  Margate  faces  due  North  and  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the 


mouth  of  the  Estuary  of  the  Thames  ;  these  conditions  do  not  lend 
themselves  to  increase  the  number  of  hours  of  sunshine,  and  detract 
somewhat  from  those  places  facing  south  and  away  from  the  river.  The 
average  difference  per  day  is  comparatively  small  when  compared  with 
ihe  whole  number  of  sunny  days,  rather  than  by  specially  noting  certain 
amounts  on  certain  days.  Margate’s  northerly  aspect  gives  it  its  great 
attraction,  its  splendid  bracing  air,  and  in  this  it  stands  unrivalled,  and 
the  advice  “  Go  to  Margate  ”  is  still  given  as  constantly  as  ever. 

Again  the  South-west  wind  has  been  in  the  ascendant, 
The  Wind.  just  about  half  of  the  366  observations  having  one  of 
the  three  westerly  points.  There  were  14  gales,  some 
of  them  being  in  the  summer.  The  average  force  of  the  wind  was 
3,  counting  o  a  calm  and  7  a  full  gale.  In  April  and  in  June  we  had 
N.E.  winds  a  good  deal,  and  in  October  there  were  breezes  from  the  S  E 


The  figures  for  the  wind  directions  are — 

O 


N. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

S. 

S.W. 

w. 

N.YV.  Calms 

I9°7 

...  14 

34 

23 

40 

23 

I  20 

48 

53  10 

1908 

22 

45 

30 

35 

35 

92 

41 

44  22 

Average 

•••  33 

33 

44 

22 

40 

80 

53 

22  33 

The  weather  at  these  breaks  in  the  national  business 
Bank  Holidays,  is  a  most  important  matter,  and  especially  to  where 

the  people  flock  to  spend  them.  Two  years  ago 
they  were,  with  us,  perfect  ;  we  can  hardly  say  that  for  1908,  but  rt  has 
been  worse.  Taking  them  separately — Easter ,  in  April,  was  showery  on 
three  of  the  four  days  of  the  holiday,  with  *i  1  of  an  inch  of  rain  ;  the 
temperature  was  slightly  below  the  average,  there  were  in  the  total  25 
hours  of  sunshine,  and  the  wind  was  very  strong  indeed  from  the  North. 
At  Whitsun ,  in  June,  there  was  only  a  slight  shower  on  one  day  ;  the  tem¬ 
perature  was  just  the  average  :  there  were  12  hours  of  sunshine  (rather 
poor)  and  the  wind  was  again  mostly  from  the  North.  On  the  first  three 
days  of  August  the  weather  was  very  fine,  no  rain  whatever  ;  13  hours 
of  bright  measured  sunshine  each  day  ;  an  average  daily  temperature 
slightly  up,  and  bracing  breezes  from  the  N,E.  At  Xmas,  which  is 
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getting  each  year  to  partake  more  of  the  character  of  a  season,  the  tem¬ 
perature  was  down,  but  without  night  frosts ;  no  sun  was  registered  ;  the 

wind  varied  from  S.E.  to  N.E  ,  and  there  was  a  fall  of  snow  on  the 
Boxing  Day. 

But  perhaps  even  more  important  still  than  the  Bank  Holidays  is 
the  critic d  period  of  the  year  at  the  end  of  August,  which  has  always 
decided  the  length  of  the  season.  For  1908  the  weather  then  was  most 
unfavourable.  For  the  fortnight  ending  September  4th,  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  the  temperature  was  slightly  less  ;  rain  fell  on  13  days, 
the  fall  was  2J  inches,  or  five  times  that  of  1907  and  six  times  that  of 
1906,  and  the  two  included  Sundays  were  wet.  As  compensation  there 

was  an  excess  of  sunshine,  but  there  were  three  practically  sunless  days 
against  one. 


I  would  also  draw  particular  attention  to  the  mildness  of  the 
month  of  October.  This  year  the  average  daily  temperature  was  56°*5, 
which  is  no  less  than  50<4  in  excess  of  the  ordinary  temperature  of  this 
autumn  month.  With  local  excursions  still  running,  visitors,  if  the 
entertainments  (indoors)  be  continued,  might  be  expected  to  remain  in 
increased  numbers. 


I  am  again  favoured  with  the  year’s  figures  of  the 
Sea  temperature  of  the  sea,  taken  twice  daily  by  Mr.  W.  J. 

Temperature.  Woodruff,  of  No.  5  High  Street.  These  have  been 

regularly  forwarded  to  London  and  included  in  the 
Weekly  Government  Report.  A  range  is  shown  of  3. •"•6.  The  average 
for  the  year  has  again  been  i°  in  excess  of  the  land  readings. 


1908. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Mean 

Temperature. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

38-91 

41-0 

36-2 

39*55 

41-3 

37-2 

41-21 

44-2 

38-8 

45-16 

46-8 

43-8 

53-16 

58-6 

48-0 

61-06 

64-0 

58-6 

63-58 

67-1 

61-7 

64-10 

68-8 

61-0 

59  47 

61-8 

57-8 

57-88 

63  2 

50-6 

48  60 

52-8 

44-1 

45-80 

47-7 

37-8 

Mean5i'54  Highest  temperature  daring  the  year  1908,  68-8°  on 
August  4th.  Lowest  temperature  on  Jan.  9th,  36-2° 

Various  interesting  meteorological  occurrences  have 
Phenomena.  been  noted.  The  many  beautiful  sunsets  find  especial 

entries.  Snow  fell  on  16  days  There  were  17  days 
with  fogs,  and  seven  others  with  heavy  sea  fogs.  Lunar  Halos  were  not 
so  frequent,  only  half-a-dozen ;  and  but  one  noticeable  Solar  Halo. 
There  were  12  thunderstorms — one  in  April,  two  each  in  May,  June, 
August,  and  September,  and  three  in  July.  There  are  three  notices  of 
rainbows,  and  four  of  the  fall  of  hail.  Lightning,  as  also  mists  and  dews, 
are  entered  frequently.  Sun  spots  were  not  seen  so  often  nor  of  sucn 
large  size. 

On  behalf  of  the  Government,  Mr.  F.  J.  Brcdie  made 
Inspection,  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  Station  on  the  17th  of 
July,  including  every  instrument  at  Surrey  Road,  the 
Sunshine  Recorder  on  the  Hydro,  and  the  taking  of  the  Sea  Observations. 
In  due  course  a  satisfactory  Report  was  received,  “the  records  are 
approved  for  publication  in  official  publications  ”  terminating  the  Report. 

The  figures  have  been  more  widely  distributed  this 
Distribution.  Hst  year  than  heretofore,  and  I  have  had  abundant 

evidence  that  they  have  been  seen,  and  studied,  and 
looked  for  by  numbers  who  come  or  send  to  Margate. 

1.  Daily. — Telegrams  are  sent  to  London  at  8.30  a.m.  and  at  6  p.nq 

The  items  are  posted  on  the  Jetty  board,  and  through  the 
kindness  of  the  Railway  Company,  at  the  principal  London 
stations.  An  evening  post-card  to  the  Meteorological  Office- 
The  returns  are  included  in  the  “  Daily  Weather  Report  ”  of  the 
Government.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  London  papers  obtain  the 
daily  records,  but  we  have  sent  specially  to  the  Telegraph, 
Daily  Chronicle,  Morning  Leader,  and  to  the  Weather  Bureau. 

2.  Weekly  —  Summaries  and  averages  in  “  Keble’s  Gazette,”  “  Thanet 

Times,”  “  Financial  News,”  and  the  “  Weekly  Weather  Report 
of  the  Meteorological  Office.”  In  the  latter  for  the  first  time, 
some  of  the  Margate  returns  have  been  utilised  and  printed 
among  the  selected  stations  in  the  S.E.  district,  as  also  those 
relating  to  the  grass  and  ground  in  a  separate  taole. 
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3-  Monthly.  To  the  Royal  Meteorological  Society  for  publication  in 
their  Record ;  to  the  Daily  Telegraph  for  their  special  Monthly 
report;  and  to  the  East  Kent  Natural  History  Society  at 


Canterbury. 


4.  Yearly.  Rainfall  figures  to  the  well  known  work  “British  Rainfall.” 
To  several  local  and  other  Guides. 

I  have  replied  to  numerous  enquiries. 

I  still  most  fully  believe  the  publication  of  our  climatic  conditions 
is  looked  for  and  prized. 


March,  1909. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  STOKES,  F.R.  Met.  Soc. 

Meteorologist  to  the  Borough  of  Margate. 


EXTREMES  AT  MARGATE 


1908. 

BAROMETER. 

THERMOMETERS. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Max. 

Min. 

Grass. 

Black 

Bulb. 

1 

o 

o 

o 

o 

JANUARY  ... 

30-660 

28-868 

538 

23-7 

21- 

63 

FEBRUARY... 

•650 

29300 

51-6 

29-9 

30- 

80 

MARCH . 

•201 

29-300 

58- 

31-7 

30- 

92 

APRIL  . 

•296 

29-350 

60-4 

31-9 

30- 

99 

MAY  . 

•500 

29-476 

72- 

43* 

40- 

117 

JUNE  . 

•410 

29-700 

77-8 

48- 

43- 

122 

JULY  . 

•444 

29  500 

82T 

51* 

49  6 

125 

AUGUST 

•392 

29-584 

77  5 

47- 

44- 

123 

SEPTEMBER 

•384 

29-700 

75-3 

40  8 

39- 

121 

OCTOBER  ... 

•450 

22  968 

77- 

39* 

378 

114 

NOVEMBER 

•436 

29  486 

58-9 

33-9 

29- 

85 

DECEMBER 

30-444 

28-804 

52-8 

189 

19- 

68 

January 

December 

July 

December 

December 

July 

21 

11 

25 

30 

30 

25 

1908 

30  660 

28-804 

82  1 

18-9 

19- 

125° 

1907 

30-774 

28-784 

80- 

20T 

16-5 

123° 

